


S
ID HARTH OBEROI was a dream tutor-al7-year-oldentering 

his junior year at the University of Utah and teaching math 

on the side. 'We had a good response from parents," he says, 

but he didn't love his employer's curriculum, and there was no way 

to track what students were learning. Then a competitor, a local 

tutoring company called Zane Prep, started courting Oberoi-and 

after six months, the whiz tutor finally said OK. 

At Zane, Oberoi developed a curriculum that combined 

Western teaching styles with what's called "Singapore math," 

a visual and intuitive learning system used in many countries 

whose students rank high in science and math. But when they 

tested the model, something seemed missing. So Oberoi 

suggested theyincludeSTEM (science, technology, engineering 

and math) education-but in creative, unexpected ways. Today, 

Oberoi is 23 and president of Zaniac, an after-school program 

for kindergarten through grade eight, with IO locations across 

the country and another 15 targeted to open this year. 
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Don't kids team al this stuff in school? 

ot really. We're going to see a shortage of 

three million workers qualified for STEM 

jobs in the next genera ion. No one is doing 

any real engineering or tech before they hit 

high school or college. Kids use tech as 

consumers, but they are not learning how it 

works or how to program it. Most people 

are not exposed to any real engineering 

until they declare a major in it. One of our 

executives didn't have any hands-on 

engineering until he was a sophomore in 

college. We hope to fill that void. 

So what co rse do you teach at Zaniac? 

We offer six-week courses that meet for 90 

minutes, one day per week. There's the 

math course I developed, but we also have 

computer programming classes, where 

kids learn to code and eventually write 

games in Python, and classes where they 

can create apps and design websites using 

HTML5 and CSS3; use the video game 

Minecraft to learn about physics or 






